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 Sunday in Ordinary Time    August 28, 2016 
Homily by Deacon Jack Miller Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29;     Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a;         Luke 14:1, 7-4 

 

This weekend we celebrate the feasts of St. Monica and St. Augustine...two great lessons in 

humility. Augustine was a pagan who lived in the 4
th

 century. He spent his early life carousing, 

even had a child out of wedlock. He was what I guess we’d call today a party animal. 

His mother, Monica, was a Christian. She prayed for decades for her son’s conversion. 

Eventually…through Monica’s prayers and God’s grace…Augustine was baptized into the 

Catholic faith, changed his lifestyle and eventually became a doctor of the Church. 

Jesus tells us today that those who humble themselves will be exalted. HIS great act of 

humility, dying on a Cross, saved us; and as promised, God highly exalted HIM…so that at 

Jesus’ name, every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under the earth… and 

every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: Jesus Christ is Lord!  

So how does Jesus want US to be humble? There are examples all around us. Just this past 

week…in this parish…I visited a husband who’s caring for a sick wife; I learned that three men 

have come forth to discern a call to be deacons; and our clergy came together with Bishop 

Zubik to pray for the help of the Holy Spirit to explore new models to grow the Church of 

Pittsburgh. But probably nothing inspired me more, than the humility of a family that had to 

deal with the diagnosis of a large…likely malignant mass in the abdomen of their 16-year-old 

child.   

I have three children. Despite my faith, I suspect I would have been angry with God if that had 

happened to one of my kids. But as is often the case with God, He used that child’s situation as 

a teaching moment that I now share it with you. 

Not once did this family blame God for that illness; but they did call others to pray with 

them…the way St. Monica prayed for St. Augustine. I was with that girl when she was 

anointed two days before what turned out to be 6½ hours of surgery. Her courage inspired me. 

Following that surgery, I received this email message from her mother: Surgery went well. 

Tests show benign. Praise the Lord! Let's keep the prayers rolling for healthy healing in the 

days ahead!  

It wasn’t until later I learned that the last thing that girl told her family before she was wheeled 

into the operating room, was that she never felt closer to the Lord.  Where we might have 

chastised God because this wasn’t fair, she was praising God! 

That’s humility…knowing that you’re always in God’s hands…that He loves you no matter 

what…and embracing His will no matter what! That example is a gift to us from a 16-year-old 

girl! Today…despite the odds…praise God, she appears to be on her way to a complete 

recovery. 

 



 

My friends, we are a faith community. Humility demands that we individually and collectively 

put God first in our life and trust Him. That means embracing suffering and challenges as 

opportunities to love and serve the Lord. We can look to St. Monica and St. Augustine for 

guidance on how to do that. 

It is through prayer that we communicate with God. St. Monica never lost faith that God would 

bring her pagan son into the Catholic Church because in her humility, she trusted that God 

would answer her prayer. So she never stopped praying. Likewise, we can’t respond to God’s 

vocational call for us unless we never stop listening through prayer. 

That parishioner who is caring for his wife, those men discerning a call to become deacons, our 

clergy and Bishop Zubik who are considering ways to grow our church, and that young girl 

who is on the road to recovery…all are finding their way with the Lord’s guidance through 

prayer.  

Just before her death, St. Monica confided to her son: “I had one reason for wanting to live a 

little longer: to see you become a Catholic Christian before I died. God has lavished his gifts 

on me in that respect, for I know that you have even renounced earthly happiness to be his 

servant.” 

Renouncing what the world defines as happiness is the foundation of humility and the 

cornerstone of service. St. Augustine had everything earthly but couldn’t find happiness until 

he humbly embraced Jesus and His Church. He put it this way:  

“Lord, you were with me, but I was not with you. Created things kept me from you. You 

called, you shouted, and you broke through my deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you 

dispelled my blindness. I have tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, 

and I burned for your peace…Your Truth is like a lion. You don’t have to defend it. You just 

have to let it loose. It will defend itself.” 

St. Augustine came to understand that the world could only offer him comfort, but the Lord 

made him for greatness. He made you for greatness too. We can take comfort knowing that all 

saints have a past, but through Jesus, we, and all sinners, have a future.  

So pray for the humility to accept, love and live Jesus. Then follow Him and share Him. That 

is what you’re made for. That is your call to greatness. When you do that…like our young, 

healing parishioner, you’ll find that YOU’VE never been closer to the Lord. 

Out of the mouths of babes… 


